MINUTES

Bottineau Boulevard Partnership – Metropolitan Council

Community Advisory Committee

Meeting of August 4, 2005

7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Crystal City Hall

Northwest Corridor Partnership

Community Advisory Committee meeting

June 2, 2005


Members Present:  

	George Selman, Robbinsdale

(763-533-2661)
	Keith Reitman, Minneapolis

(612-386-8118)
	James Weber, Maple Grove (763-420-4782)

	Shirley Kramer, Robbinsdale

(763-302-3217)
	John Trombley, Minneapolis

(612-588-6445)
	Charles Pfeffer, Maple Grove (763-425-2930)

	Dale Gustafson, Brooklyn Park (763-537-2967)
	April Tatur, Osseo

(763-286-4001)
	John Sutter, Crystal 

(763-531-1142)

	Bruce Knops, Osseo (763-425-7559)
	Allen Dehn, Dayton resident

(763-420-4084)
	


Others Present:
	Andrew Gillett, Hennepin County (612-348-4949)
	RaNae Bowman, Mayor of Crystal (763-531-1001)
	Rep. Michael Nelson, Dist. 46A (651-296-3751)

	Craig Twinem, Hennepin County (763-745-7653)
	Tammy Davis, Crystal resident (763-535-8702)
	John Edmunds, Metro Transit

(612-349-7649)

	Veronica Burt, Just Equity (612-277-1134)
	Cheryl Wilson, MICAH

(612-871-8980)
	Cyndi Harper, Metro Transit (612-349-7723)

	Mike Turner, SRF Consulting (763-754-7653)
	Kevin Rebman, Osseo resident, (763-424-4217)
	Tony Pistilli, Metropolitan Council, (763-228-1867)


Staff:

	Tom Johnson, Smith Parker (612-344-1400)
	Evan Reminick, Smith Parker (612-344-1400)
	


Chair George Selman called the meeting to order.  There were introductions around the room.

Approval of Minutes from June 2, 2005 Meeting

Minutes were approved with changes: Allen Dehn, Dale Gustavson, James Weber had been noted as “Others Present” and, in correction, were noted as “Members Present.”

Public Input from Crystal
Mayor Bowman summarized recent public input collected in Crystal. Most respondents lived in the Cavanaugh Oaks and Twin Oaks neighborhoods, stretching from Hwy 100 to Bass Lake Road along CR81. Design priorities were collected in the following hierarchy of need: safety/health; prosperity; recreation/green space; aesthetics/enrichment. Areas of concern included:

· Provision of adequate holding ponds for runoff

· Timely acquisition of right-of-way and property

· Safe pedestrian/bicycle crossings

· Park-and-rides accessible to Crystal residents

· Becker Park should be maintained

· Encouraging redevelopment to match productive land uses, especially the Crystal Airport

· Speed limit kept at 35 mph between Hwy 100 and Bass Lake

· Closure, signalization of 47th Ave. was debated

Tom Johnson asked Craig Twinem and John Edmunds how these recommendations matched up with project planning. Both concurred that broadly speaking these priorities were reflected in the current planning. Craig Twinem mentioned that a median alignment for BRT would cause CR81 to transition to 4 lanes through Robbinsdale.

George Selman asked whether Crystal citizens were satisfied with their opportunity to provide input. RaNae Bowman and John Sutter replied that they had heard no complaints about the input process, though some were frustrated over delays in the schedule of implementation. Some property owners along CR81 felt that they were being held in limbo.

Craig Twinem noted that progress on such issues was being made in Robbinsdale, and Crystal was next on the agenda.

John Sutter underscored that most Crystal residents are more concerned with roadway issues than transit.

Update: Railroad studies and discussions with BNSF

Craig Twinem reported that Hennepin County’s discussions with the railroad were proceededing cautiously, with a deadline of September 1. BNSF’s main concern for granting right-of-way is liability; the railroad cited the recent aborted suicide by train attempt in California that caused a train wreck producing deaths. 

Craig Twinem said that from an engineering perspective, the railroad alignment for BRT will work between Brooklyn Boulevard and 63rd Ave.

Tammy Davis asked whether the railroad tracks would be removed. John Edmunds clarified that the BNSF tracks would not be removed. Normal railroad operations would continue and the potential for future commuter rail would remain in the corridor.

Mike Turner of SRF presented a computer simulation of traffic conditions resulting from a railroad alignment of the BRT lanes. It was noted that trains would not be a major factor in busway operations, as BNSF currently has only one or two trains moving on that track daily. Traffic modeling was based on current Hennepin County projections. 

Many in the room noted that the interaction of autos and buses was smoother than they had anticipated.

Metro Transit request for federal funding for BRT operations

Cyndi Harper of Metro Transit provided a briefing on the agency’s ongoing efforts to secure federal CMAQ funding for BRT operations from 2009 to 2012. Metro Transit has notified affected government units and planning organizations, including Brooklyn Park, Osseo, Maple Grove, Hennepin County and the Bottineau Boulevard Partnerships of the application. The funding covers BRT operations for express routes originating from park-and-rides and Brooklyn Boulevard and 63rd Ave. Both routes would reach downtown Minneapolis via I-94.

BRT development update

John Edmunds of Metro Transit reported that the agency was preparing contract documents for right of way acquisitions on the shoulders of CR81. Metro Transit, with SRF consulting, is also studying the development of park-and-ride sites at Brooklyn Boulevard and 63rd Ave. The 63rd Ave. site could receive a parking ramp if accommodations cannot be made for a facility at Brooklyn Boulevard. SRF is also continuing with busway concepts.

Roadway design update

Craig Twinem of Hennepin County Transportation reported that construction is going well in North Minneapolis. Keith Reitman concurred, praising the work of Thomas and Sons, the contractor. Twinem said that an open house in Robbinsdale on July 11 was well-attended by the public; it included a station to facilitate with property acquisition in Robbinsdale; in all, 82 easements, mostly small in size, are needed there. He added that plans have been finalized for construction of CR81 north to Hwy 100; work will begin in the spring of 2006. Community process for construction planning in Crystal will begin this fall.

RaNae Bowman asked whether traffic projections for CR81 have considered the new development at Bass Lake Road and Winnetka Ave. Craig Twinem said that growth forecasts are drawn from a broad regional model.

April Tatur asked whether right of way acquisitions for Crystal were proceeding on schedule. It was noted that the process was difficult in North Minneapolis. John Edmunds replied that north of Penn Avenue, the public right-of-way will accommodate planned transit shelters. Keith Reitman urged Crystal to learn from the North Minneapolis experience.

Public Comment

None was offered.

Other

James Weber announced that Pierre Bottineau’s original 1854 prairie house – the first in the area built from sawn wood – needs to be relocated from its current spot on a Maple Grove utility lot. The city’s historical society is looking for both a site and funding to move the building, which measures approx. 20 feet by 24 feet. 

It was decided by acclamation to convene the CAC as needed in the future, recognizing that monthly meetings would be more likely than bi-monthly meetings as the resolution of the busway alignment issue is due in September 1. Keith Reitman noted that the Bottineau Boulevard Partnership should be expected to produce discussion items on a monthly agenda. 

Next Meeting

The Community Advisory Committee will meet again on Thursday, September 8, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at Crystal City Hall in the Community Room.  
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